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L—Forerian Po.itics. 


Tx Mihir-o Sudhakar of the 6th February has the following:— ~~: 
5 The Englishman newspaper could not bear what 
KX — 1 m the the London Times wrote about the inadvisability 
Armenian question. of the leaders of fre penis a aa and Be 
English newspapers abusing the Sultan, who 18 looked upon mans 
over the fe not expel the 50 millions of Indian Musalmans, as their 
Caliph, or religious leader. he Englishman seems, indeed, to have lost its 
baad, It justifies England’s attitude towards the Sultan, by saying that the 
Hindu papers in India consider 3 interference in the Armenian affair 
necessary. This is enough to e a Musalman laugh, for it is easy for 
anybody to see through the motive of that ordinarily anti-Hindu paper being, 
for the nonce, filled with admiration for the Hindu press. It is true the Hindu 
papers, with the single exception of the Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, have been 
in a chorus with the Liberal papers in England, crying down the Sultan. But 
the fact is that the Hindu papers, one and all, cherish anti-Musalman feeling, 
and have availed themselves of the opportunity to vent their spleen against the 
Musalmans. No punishment, however, is considered necessary for these papers, 
although an Egyptian paper, which wrote something against Her Majesty the 
Queen of England, was thrown into jail. 

The Englishman also says that as, according to the Sunni sect of the Musal- 
mans, the Caliph must belong to the Koresh family of Arabia, and according to 
the Shiahs, must be a descendant of Ali, and asthe present Sultan is neither 
a Koresh nor a descendant of Ali, orthodox Musalmans do not pay to Abdul 
Hamid the respect which is due to their Caliph. Will anybody now venture to 
say that the writer in the Englishman is in his senses? He evidently wants to 

se as a mufti or authority on Musalman law and religion. But he should 
ond known that the office of Caliph is filled by election. For instance, Abu- 
baqr Siddiq, Omar, Osman, and Ali were all elected Caliphs. ‘I'he famous 
battle of Kerbala was the result of Imam Hassan going out canvassing for votes 
for the same office. Is it necessary to point out that a post which is filled by 
election does not require family distinction as a qualification for it? The 
Caliph is still elected, not, it is true, by the masses, but by the Shaikh-ul-Islam of 


Turkey. That Abdul Hamid, the present ruler of Turkey, is the present Caliph 


of Musalmans, will appear to the Englishman from the fact that, every Friday, 
before reading the khotba or the Jumma public prayer in the mosques, the khattd 
mentions the name of Abdul Hamid as the Caliph and prays to God to preserve 
his dominion on earth, and that the masses assembled at the prayer assent to 
the invocation. The Englishman, indeed, shows a remarkable ignorance of 
Muhammadan history and religion, when it says that the African Musalmans 
look upon the Mehdi as their Caliph. The Musalmans do not recognise anybody 
as Mehdi. The Imam Mehdi who has been spoken of in the Musalman religious 
books, has not yet appeared on earth. The great man, who is endeavouring to 
bring about a revolution in Africa, is looked upon by the Musalmans as onl 
a mojaddes, or reformer. The African Musalmans, too, in the course of their 
Jumma prayer, mention the name of Abdul Hamid as their Caliph. 


The writer in the Englishman then goes on to say that it has been wrong 
of the Limes newspaper to compare the Sultan to the Pope of the Middle Ages, 
because the Sultan never exercised anything like the power that was possessed 
by the Pope, and because the Sultan, as the head of the Musalman religion, never 
issues any edicts or orders. But does not the writer know that it is by order of 
the Sultan that Abdulla Quillam has been appointed Shaikh-ul-Ielam for 


England, and has been authorised to h pa pit 
country ? se propagate the Moslem religion in that 


The Englishman also tells a falsehood when it says that the Indian Musal- 
mans, nay, Musalmans all over the world, have no reason to sympathise with 
- 2 Has the Englishman forgotten, within so short à time, that durin 
we ate Russo-Turkish war, India sent more than a thousand Musalmans an 

8 of rupees to help the Sultan, and that, during the same war, the late 


Nawab Abdul Lateef, Khan Bahadur, obtained from the Sultan the Medjidie 
medal in recognition of his services? 


Umm - o-SopgAKaR 
vob. 6th, 1897, 


MIH(R-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Feb. 6th, 1897. 


CAARU MIBIR, 
Feb. Ist, 1897. 


HivravaDl, 
Feb. 5th, 1897, 


Cmakv MIHIR, 
Feb. let, 1897. 
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According to the Englishman, the writings in the Musalman papers are 
merely the ravings of senseless men, because those writings aim at inciting 
the Indian Musalmans against the British Government. But is it the Musal- 
man papers or the Enylishman itself that has written foolishly? The Musalman 
newspapers have never written a word against the English Government. T 
have only attacked those Liberal followers of Mr. Gladstone, who are not only 
abusing the Sultan, but inciting his subjects to take up arms against him. The 
Englishman concludes its article by saying that the native papers are incessantly — 
a wee he to excite sedition, and have recourse even to misrepresentation 
for this purpose. Yes, it is the native papers that tell a lie when they sa 
that the ill-treatment of the Sultan has pained the Musalmans of India, and it 
is the Englishman who tells the truth when it says that the Musalmans do not 
regard the Sultan as their Caliph ! 

2. It appears to the same paper from the Transvaal papers that the 

ee Indian residents of the State lately paid a visit to 
ae = a Pe er and entreated him to withdraw 
1 the order for their banishment, but that the Presi- 
dent expressed his inability to violate the order of the Volksraad. Yes, this is 
the treatment the Indians of Transvaal have received at the hands of their 
Christian rulers! The Musalman rulers of India tyrannised over their subjects, 
and the Christian world is just now proclaiming the Sultan of Turkey to be a 
despot and a tyrant. But did the Musalman rulers of India or the Sultan of 
Turkey ever commit oppressions upon their subjects which can be compared to 
the oppressions which are committed by the Christian rulers of the Transvaal 
upon their Indian subjects? As a matter of fact, no Musalman ruler ever 
committed such brutal oppressions upon his subjects as the Transvaal Go- 
vernment is committing. ere is now the universal humanity of liberal 
Christian humanitarians? Their universal humanity would have led them to 
move heaven and earth if the Sultan of Turkey had taken hard measures to 
ut down his rebellious subjects. But it is a very 28 humanity now. 
raised be the religion, the humanity and the politics of the Christians! 


II,—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(4a) — Police. 


3. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 1st February says that 
5 though there are three Sub-Inspectors in the 
ives mach dite police in tho Dewanganj police-station in the eee Een dis- 
trict, thefts are frequentl ithin its 
PATA 8 d y occurring wi 
urisdiction. The other day a thief stole about Rs. 4,000 in cash from the 
ace of a zamindar’s gomashta in Hargilar Char, but he has not yet been 
raced. 
For some days a dead body has been lying near the police-station itself, 
but no enquiry has been made regarding it. 
4, Referring to the conduct of Devakinandan, Sub-Inspector of Azim- 
W gan) „in connection with one Babu Dinabandhu 
J ingh, noticed some time ago in the Bihar Herald, 
the Hitavadi of the 5th February cannot understand bi 55 the offending Police 
Sub-Inspector has not yet been punished by the higher authorities. Police 
oppression can be easily put a stop to if high-handed and corrupt police 
oficers are adequately punished by their official superiors, 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Charu Mihir of the Ist February says that at the Mymensingh 

A chaukidar as an asgessor in Sessions the other da » & chaukidar was present i 
the Mymensingh district. an assessor, his name having been included in the 
. . . assessors’ list by Mr. Earle. The District Judge, 
however, did not avail himself of the services of the man, as a sufficient number 
of educated men pad also been summoned as assessors, The principle on which 


«3n 4 


. but the practice is Likely to cause failure of 
me Referring to the Hitavads trial, the Sahachar of the 3rd February 
Pa arith Bie, MTEL A OTT d, dream, whith 
We E. crmplattans ‘af the ee were "not on (goed. terme with 
each other. But for the determination of the question whether the poem really 


contained a defamation of the complainant’s wife, they had no alternative but 
to depend upon the witnesses. The witnesses called were, however, divided in 


opinion. Only two learned witnesses were examined on behalf of the prosecn- 


tion. The other witnesses for the prosecution were men not well versed in 
Sanskrit. On the other hand, the defence produced a r* number of learned 
witnesses, whose probity could not be questioned, and who said that they did 
not understand the poem in the sense in which the prosecution interpreted it. 
It is clear, therefore, that the jury made a mistake in arriving at a verdict of 
guilty. They should, at least, have given the accused the benefit of the doubt, 
specially when they did not themselves understand the poem. ; 
7. The Sulabh Dainik of the 4th Febr expresses dissatisfaction with 
3 : the decision in the Hitavadi defamation case. The 
eye ne Zitavad: defamation casein witnesses on both sides were men of position and 
1 respectability. The witnesses for the defence 
were specially versed in Sanskrit and Bengali, and they had no reason to be 
prejudiced in favour of the defence. Why then, were they disbelieved? How 
could the jury decide as to what was the correct interpretation of the poem 
which formed the subject-matter of the complaint? 
8. The Samay of the 5th February observes that, with a view to put an 
end to bribe-taking by Court peons and process- 
servers, a foot-note should be given in processes, in 
English ana also in the vernacular of the Court in question, to the effect that 
no process-server or peon is entitled to any fee, and that the taking of any fee 
is prohibited by the law. The section of the law which prohibits such taking 
of elle, should be quoted in the process. Ignorant people are generally under 
the impression that the pone and process-servers are entitled to a fee, and the 
latter are generally in the habit of coercing people to pay, by threatening 
them with official disfavour, and telling them that, if they do not pay, the Court 
would compel them to do so. 
9. Referring to the appointment of an Additional Judge in the Calcutta 
Small Cause Court, the Hitavadi of the 5th Feb 
of. Aen se the observes that there was no necessity of making this 
appointment. An Additional Judge was not at all 
wanted. The number of suits in the Small Cause Court is gradually decreas- 
ing. The files are not so heavy as they used to be before, and the Judges, 
especially the first and second, have comparatively more leisure than they used 
to have not long ago. A protest — made against the appointment, and 
a question should be asked in the Legislative Council. Why do not the Judges 
of the Small Cause Court keep a diary? Even the Hon’ble Judges of the 
High Courts have to keep one. This omission on the of the Small Cause 
om 7 udges should form the subject of an interpellation in the Legislative 
ouncil. 
10. Referring to the charges brought forward in the Indian Mirror against 
Mr. Heinilice, District Mest Mr. Hamilton, District Magistrate of Jessore, the 
„ in same paper observes that it is not prepared to say 
: 5 whether they have any foundation in fact. But 
this at least is certain that, when they have been brought forward in a public 
rint, they must have some truth underlying them. It is to be hoped that the 
zieutenant-Gevenor will cause an inquiry to be made into the charges in ques- 
tion, and ascertain how far they are true. One of the charges is that Mr. 
Hamilton wrote to the Commissioner. of the Presidency Division for the 
suspension of a Sub-Deputy Collector, because he considered the gazetted 
Christmas pee mes! as holidays. What reason had the District Magistrate to 
deprive his subordinates of the gazetted holidays? 


Corruption of Court peons, &c. 
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11. With reference to the cha brought i | rain 
. 5 Mr. Hamilton, District Magistrate of Jessore, the 
wait. Hamilton, District Mg Sanyivani of the 6th Feb observes that the 
doings of the Magistrate read like fable. It passes 
one’s comprehension that a man in his senses could act in this way. It is to be 
hoped that the Lieutenant-Goyernor will make an enquiry into the charges, and 
let the public know whether they are well founded. : 
12. The Sulabh Daintk of the 8th February cites cases to show that the 
' : _ sentence passed on the editor of the Hituvads in the 
cant? Punishment in the Hitavadi Nitavadi defamation case is unprecedentedly severe. 
In the Hastie—Pigot case, for instance, Mr. Justice 


Norris convicted the accused, but let him off witha fine of one anna. The 


Englishman newspaper was once only fined Rs. 500 for the same offence, and 
Babu Surendranath Banerji was imprisoned for only two months for contem 
of Court. In the opinion of the public the sentence passed on the editor of 
Hitavadi is an extremely severe one. 

13. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 10th February has the follow- 


The Sessions Judge of Nhl Syed Nur-ul-Huda very creditably frm 
himself as the Sessions Judge of Jessore, where he became popular with Hindus 
and Musalmans alike. When he left Jessore, Hindus vied with Musalmans in 
doing him honour. This fact alone proves that Syed Nur-ul-Huda deals even- 
handed justice to all, and never makes any distinction between Hindus and 
Musalmans. Mr. Huda is now the Sessions Judge of Noakhali. A Noakhali 
correspondent of the Jndian Mirror has fallen foul of him, and brought forward 
many charges against him. In his opinion the Noakhali Judge passes very 
heavy sentences in criminal cases, and procrastinates in civil cases. The Indian 
Mirror’s correspondent does not, however, give any evidence in support of his 
allegations, and cannot, therefore, be heard. The correspondent is evidently 
prompted by malice, and no sensible man can believe his uncorroborated allega- 
tions, In Jessore, Mr. Huda was popular with Hindus and Musalmansalike, and 
made no distinction between the two peoples. That he will at once change in 
Noakhali is nothing less than a miracle, and one will think twice before taking 
the correspondent’s statements on trust. It is alleged that the Sessions Jud 

of Noakhali is bidding for Musalman popularity, and has appointed man — 
less Musalmans by ignoring the claims of efficient Hindus. The allegation, 
however, is unsupported by evidence, and is very likely to be discredited by 
those who have so long been watching the career of Mr. Huda. No Hindu 
ought to be maliciously disposed towards the Musalmans. Musalmans of the 
stamp of Syed Nur-ul-Huda, Maulvi Abdul Jubbar, Nawab Syed Ameer Hossein 
and Maulvi Dilwar Hossein are equally liked by Hindus and Musalmans. 
They have never done anything to offond the Hindus. European officials 
have sometimes been found showing undue partiality to Musalmans, but these 
Musalman officials never! During the Musalman rule, Hindus rarely found 
occasion to complain against the Musalman officials. Why should they now be 
dissatisfied with the conduct of such officials? All men err. Both Hindus and 
Musalmans err, and it is not just and proper that Hindus should raise a hue and 
oy against erring Musalmans, while they pass over the faults and re oem 
of erring Hindus, One cannot persuade oneself to believe that the Hindu 
Magistrate of Noakhali is the possessor of every virtue and a pattern of justice, 


while the Musalman Judge is an incarnation of injustice, and has no redeeming 
trait in his character. 


(d Education. 


14. The Hitavadi of the Sth February does not understand why the 


| : degree of D. L. is going to be conferred on the 
armen retiring Director of Public Instruction. Sir Alfred 


was no doubt an able educational officer, but he so far gave no 2 of profound 


erudition. It was always the writer's impression that the degree of D. L. 
could not be conferred on any person who did not give proof of profound 
scholarship. It was for their profound learning that this degree was conferred 
on Sir Monier Williams and Raja Rajendra Lala Mitra. The degree was, no 
dou!:t, conferred ou the Prince of Wales by way of honouring him, but then 


there is à good deal of difference between the Prince of Wales and Sir Alfred 
Croft: It is, therefore, quite clear that, the Oaloutta University has departed from 
proposing to do honour to the retiring Director of Public 
Instruction. But why are not native gentlemen of profound scholarship simi- 


its usual practice, by p 
larly honoured ? Why this special favour to Sir Alfred Croft? Has he been 
1 224 for his — — of Dr. Bomford, or for his depriving educa- 
tional officers, native members of the education service, of posts in the higher 


f that service? = TEES a3 5 
iets It is quite clear to the same paper, from some of the papers set at the 


last Entrance examination, that the examiners who 


The last Entrance examination. get them could not have been in their senses. The 
Bengali of the translation portion of the evening English 
This scandal, however, is being Fe a every year! athematics 
paper the examiner has displayed his pone * and has set questions which 
young boys could not be expected to answer. hy are the Head Examiners 
allowed to set such questions to the examinees ?. W 

16. A correspondent of the Education Gasette of the 5th February takes 

On the following objections to the new rules which 

The new rules for the Sanskrit have been framed for the conduct of the first and 
ee -  gecond examinations of Sanskrit tols: — 

(1) Where are the Associations to get the money, which they are to 

ee contribute towatds the expenses of the examinations? The 
Calcutta Pandit Sabha alone has some income, but no other 
Association in Bengal, Bihar or Orissa has any fixed income from 
which it can pay the required amount every year. Even if a fee 
is levied from the examinees, no Association will be able to raise 
in that way the full amount it will have to pay. For, the fee for 
the candidates appearing at the Title Examination being fixed at 
Rs. 2 f head, the fees for the first and second examinations 
cannot 3 at more than eight annas and one rupee, respect- 
ively. It is also quite unlikely that either the Professors or 
private charity will contribute towards the expenses of the 
examinations. The expenses ought to be borne by Government, 

3 even by reducing the number of stipends, if it cannot help doing 

That, in order to find the money. aoe 

(2) It has been wrong to.take away from the Associations their power 

of holding the examinations themselves. This action of Govern- 
ment means a distrust of the Associations, and is calculated to 

lower their prestige. | 

(3) As the certificates which will be henceforth granted by the Asso- 
ciations will be based on the results of the Government examina- 
tions, instead of being based upon the results of examinations 
held by the Associations themselves, little importance will be 
attached to them. 3 : 

(4) As in the case of the Title Examination, the Associations may be 
allowed to hold their own first and second examinations, and 
grant certificates and stipends upon their own results. 

(5) The Government examinations should be conducted by a Committee 
representing all the Associations in the province, instead of by 
the Principal of the Sanskrit College. 


(=- Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


17. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the Ist February requests the 
er Local Board of Tangail, in the Mymensingh district, 
villages in the Mymensingh dis- to re-excavate the tank in the village Ghainjani, 
trict. ap within the jurisdiction of the Gopalpur thana, which 
supplies drinking water, not only to that village, but ulso to a number of sur- 
rounding villages. The tank is about to dry up, and its water has become quite 
undrinkable. | pia 3 
18. Another correspondent of the same pee complains. of water-scarci 
A 5 in mauza Gangail, comprising the villages Gangail, 
n Satie 8e Jangal Nayabari, J angal Guvindapus, ‘Lakhkhala, 
8 Taligati and Barohar, in the Kishoreganj subdivi- 


r is pure jargon. 
aig Each imat, 


3 
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sion of the Mymensingh district. There are three or four old tanks in the mauza, 
but their water is 33 undrinkable, and was the cause of an outbreak of 
cholera last year. The tanks, moreover, are about to dry up. A petition was 
sent to the District Board last month, but no reply has yet been received. 
19. Referring to the resignation of the Chairmanship of the Kalna 

| Municipality, in the Burdwan district, by Babu 

Resignation of the Chairmanship Syrvyg Narayan Sarvadhikari, the Hitavadi of 
. the 5th February observes that the Commissioners 
of that Municipality have,im a body, expressed their regret at the resignation 
of their popular Chairman, and also at the conduct of Mr. Buckland. It is to 
be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will take Mr. Buckland to task for his 
discourtesy towards Suryya Narayan Babu. Mr. Buckland should, as a 


gentleman, beg Suryya Narayan Babu’s pardon, and the Lieutenant-Governor. 


should take steps to prevent the Kalna Municipality from being deprived of the. 
valuable services of its popular Chairman. id sees 
20. The Lieutenant-Governor, observes the same paper, has set his. face 

inst the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta, 

The Lieutenant-Governor snd He is blaming them and rebuking them for no 
„ Ba og 1125 H e fault of their own. In a letter very lately written 
to the Calcutta Municipality, he observes that the 

Commissioners have not adequately provided for the prevention of the plague. 
There is not a particle of truth in this allegation. The Health Officer lately 


wrote as follows to the Government :— 


In reply to the letter of the Government of Bengal, dated 23rd January, 
enclosing letter from the Medical Board, I have the honour to state that 
Rs. 30,000 was recently sanctioned by the Commissioners for the cleansing of 
the city, over and above that applied for by me in my note, dated Ist 
October.” 


The Chairman supports the above statement in the following: 


‘There seems to be some misapprehension on the part of Government as 
regards the sanction of any extra establishment by the Commissioners, because, 
for the reasons pointed out by Dr. Simpson, no application for extra temporary 
establishment for cleansing the town was made until the 21st, and when the 
matter came before the General Committee on the 22nd, the first day it could 
be brought, that Committee, although then refusing, on what I consider good 
grounds, to sanction the establishment asked for, gave a grant of Rs. 30,000 
towards a temporary establishment for cleansing the town.” Still the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor charges the Municipal Commissioners with apathy and in- 
difference. ‘The Government does not hesitate to ignore truth, and no plea 


2 wanting to it, when it is bent upon blaming those who are not in its 
avour. 


21. The same paper thus tries to refute the Lieutenant-Governor's 
refutation of the Bengalee newspaper :— 

wie Jt eee From what the editor of the Bengalse has 
written in his paper, in reply to the Lieutenant- 

Governor’s refutation of the statement made by him, it is quite clear that the 
Bengal Government had something revolutionary in its contemplation. None 
but malicious and evil-disposed persons unacquainted with the past history of 
the Government, would believe that the editor of the Bengalee gave utterance 
to a falsehood. Surendra Babu says that his informant is a man of position, 
a man whom even the Lieutenant-Governor would not hesitate to believe. Is 
it not, after all, quite probable that the Bengal Government drafted, with the 
permission of the Government of India, a Bill revolutionising the constitution 
of the Calcutta Municipality, but had the discretion to shelve it when it anti- 
cipated a strong opposition to the contemplated measure? Such a procedure 
on the part of the Government in this country is not unprecedented. Lord 
Dufferin once formed the intention of gagging the vernacular press, but denied 
that any such measure was in his contemplation when a deputation, headed by 
Babu arendra Nath Sen, waited upon him to protest against it. It is not at 
all difficult for the Governwent in this country to make such denials. More- 
over, has the Lieutenant-Governor anywhere said that he has no change of the 
Municipal constitution whatever in his mind ? He, on the other hand, Ioses no 
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portunity to show his malice against the Municipal Commissioners. . For all 
these reascns, we think that Sur Babn did a pom service by publishing 
in his paper what he learnt from a trustworthy source regarding what the 


Lieutenant-Governor had in his contemplation with regard to the constitution: 


of the Culcutta Municipality. wi ; 
22. A correspondent of the Chinsura Vartavaha of the 7th February com- 


plains of the prevalence of water-scarcity in Simla- 


Water-scarcity in village in h, a village in the Pandua thana, in the 
the Hooghly district. | 00 ghly district. All tanks and other reservoirs 
of water have run dry. 3 ia 


23. The prospect before the Dacca Municipality, says the Dacca Gasette 
1 : a of the 8th February, appears to be alarming: in the 
* extreme. The nominated Commissioners just now 
appear to be all-in-all, and the motive of the Magistrate’s late minute inspection 
of the Municipal offive is not thought to have been quite colourless. The 
elected Commissioners should take care, for it is feared that a proposal will be 
made to appoint an official Chairman. The Lieutenant-Governor, displeased 


as he is with the Municipality, will readily assent to such a proposal. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


24. The Basumati of the 4th February complains that the Darjeeling 
ee ; mail does not at present stop even at such important 
ee railway stations as Naihati, Kanchrapara, Chua- 
danga and Nilphamari. This causes great inconvenience to large numbers of 
people. If the train stops at each of these stations for two minutes, the mail 
will be delayed only by eight minutes, whilst a large number of 7 will 
be ee It is, moreover, not very safe to drive a train at fu 3 
through a station like Naihati, with so many points and so many lines intersect- 
ing one another. 


(h)— General. 


25. The Samay of the 5th February makes the following observations 
rie With reference to’ the Government’s reply to the 
4 and in- Hon' ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s interpella- 
F tion regarding the prostitution of young girls in 
East Bengal: — San 
We i not know whether the vague reply given by the Government is in 
keeping with European policy, but this we know that European officials in 
this country are apparently quite unmindful of the moral welfare of the people. 
In European countries such apathy may not be objectionable, because people 
there are well grounded in the principles of self-help and self-reliance, whereas 
in this country people are in the habit of depending upon the Government for 
everything. Such being the case, European officials should do for the welfare 
of the people more than they are bound to do by the rigid code of duty. The 
moral degradation of the people of this country has been marked in two 
principal directions. Intoxication and prostitution are rampant in the country, 
and there appears to be no check upon their spread. The Musalman hates 
drunkenness, so does an Englishman in his heart of hearts. Outwardly, 
however, he seems to encourage it, and the Government rewards the officer aH 
can show an increase in the excise revenue. It is a great regret that European 
officials in this country should think that it is not a part of their duty to pro- 
mote the moral welfare of the people in their charge. 


26. The Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 7th February writes as 
follows :— 

Dr. Haffkine is inoculating the inmates of the 
Bombay jail with plague bacillus. The success of his remedy is, however, 
doubtful. The Government ought not to have rejected Dr. Haffkine’s s 

tion about a military cordon round affected places. This would have si the 
surest remedy against the spread of the plague. The measure, if adopted, would: 
have inconvenienced the Bombay trade. But that is a small matter, compared 
with what it would have done to prevent the spread of the epidemic. Dr. 


The Government's plague policy. 
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affkine cited in his support the example of Russia, but it was argued that 
1 was no similarity between Russia and India. Is this true? Is it not 
true that there is similarity between India and Russia in all | ts wr 
teadoand comanitres Witte Ss e oo ans? It is for 
sake of British commerce that Dr. Haffkine’s proposal has been rejected. 
But even Europeans are dying. of the plague and the Indian plague may 
to Europe, The Governor-General in Council has passed an Act to provide 
for the better prevention of the spread of Dangerous Epidemic Disease. It is 
to be hoped that the Government will yet find its way to accept Dr. Haffkine’s 
roposal. The plague is spreading, and all half-hearted and _half-measures will 
ail to prevent its spread while they will serve as instruments of oppression 
in the hands of the police and other executive officers. Let the only sure and 
effectual remedy be applied, and let not the lives of thousands of people be 
sacrificed to British 22 and commerce. 


V.—Pnosrrors OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


27. Chdru Mihir of the Ist e has learnt that scarcity is apprehend. 
ed in some places in the Jamalpur subdivision of the 
Scarcity apprehended in the Mymensingh district. The Subdivisional officer 
nnn and the ed men of the subdivision should 
ascertain the extent of the threatened distress, and take precautionary measures. 
A famine relief committee should be formed in Mymensingh Sadar, and branches 
of it should be established in the subdivisions. 
28. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjwans of the 2nd February com- 
lains that distress prevails in Sridharpur, a vill 
r village in the Burd- in the Burdwan district. The rice market is high, 
wee rah 6555 old rice selling at 9 and new rice at 10 seers per 
rupee. The poor labourers are living on one meal a day. If the Commissioner 
or the Collector sees things with his own eyes, he will observe signs of distress 
everywhere. Water scarcity also prevails. Babu Hiralal Mukharji is willin 
to remove the water seareely of more than a score of villages, by bringing e 
water through the channel of the Balluka river, but he cannot carry out his 
r because of the opposition of interested men who have dug tanks in the 
river be 
29. The Saraswat Patra of the 6th February thanks the Lieutenant- 
Governor for his efficient famine measures. There 
is, however, one thing in these measures to which 
an objection may be made. The Lieutenant-Governor has instructed all 
district authorities to require pardanishin women, to whom relief will be granted, 
to do sewing, spinning and husking work. The Government will do well to 
exempt purdunishin ladies from such restrictions, which may prove a source of 


annoyance to them. Let the relief that will be granted to them be entirely 
gratuitous. 


Famine measures in Bengal. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


30. The same paper writes as follows: 


It is certainly right that Her Majesty’s 

apelin to te Meine a een subjects should . emonstrations of 107 “tn 
the 60th year of her long and peaceful reign, But 

ought the people of India to 8 in mirth and festivity when death is so 
active among them? As regards the Musalmans, it is doubtful whether their 
religion, which enjoins prayers to be offered up for their Caliph alone, will 
permit them to offer prayers for Her Majesty, on the festive occasion in ques 
tion. It is difficult to see why the Musalmans are so anxiousto make a demon- 
stration of their loyalty, when the Hindus, who are equally loyal to their Sove- 
reign, express no such solicitude. It cannot be said that Her ajesty loves her 
Musalman subjects more than her Hindu subjects, or that she has done more to 
increase the happiness of the former than of the latter. If the Musalmans wish 


to make a demonstration of their loyalty, they should do t atel 
but in conjunction with their Hindu fe ow-eu jects. e 


( 19%.) 


| Datra Papers. _ t her ede | i 
31. The Samvadvahika of the 2lst January is sorry to learn that cholera 
has made its appearance in the interior of the 
Cholera and water-scarcity in the Balasore district. The writer further learns that 
* certain es yg of that district have already begun 
to feel the want of wey ey whic tr 4 
e rains, is becoming scarcer da ay. 
we The same paper, as also the U thaldy tka of the 23rd J pened „ is glad 
) : to find that subscriptions are being in all 
Public subseriptions for famine parts of India and in England to relieve the dis. 
mers | tress of the poor and the famished in India, and 
hopes that a large number of men and women will thus be saved from death 
due to starvation. | : spe © 5 
33. A Basudevpur correspondent of the same paper suggests that the 
construction of a sluice-gate in the embankment 
A sluice-gate required in the along the sea-coast in Bhera in the Balasore district 
eo will be an immence boon to the people of that 
pargana, who will thereby escape the ravages of periodical inundations. 


34. The Ustkaldipika of the 28rd Janu draws the attention of the 
3 i Collector of Cuttack to the fact that sufficient 
Pasturage in Killa Kujang. pasture land should be reserved in the Dandatenda 
portion of killa Kujang, and that a reasonable limit should be put to the exten- 
sion of the area of cultivated lands which is proceeding at a rapid rate, and 
suggests that, as the killa Kujang is under the Court of Wards, the Collector 
may direct his subordinates to look after the economical condition of Kujang 
in so far as pasturage and village cattle are concerned. 


85. The same paper is informed that the day-labourers in Patamundai 
? in the Cuttack district have now no work,.and that 
elit, werk needed in the Out. some works ef public utility should be started to 
ack district. a ° 
give them relief. 


36. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 6th January suggests that the Pro- 
ae vincial Governments and Administrations in India 
p Enquiry into complaints against should follow the example of the Madras Govern- 
olice Officers. , 5 ae ‘ 
ment in making over the enquiry into complaints 
2 eee Police Officers, or any member of the police force, to the Magistrates, 
who are better fitted to protect the people from police oppression. 


AssAM PAPERs. 


37. The Paridarsak-o-Srihatiavas: of the 3lst January writes that the 
Sylhet people are making preparations on a large 
scale to accord a right royal welcome to the new 
Chief Commissioner of Assam. Enthusiasm pervades the whole community. 
High and low, rich and poor, official and non-official, all have come forward 
to welcome their ruler. The author of New India is a sincere friend of the 
Indian 3 and this is the reason why he has become so popular with all 
classes of people and is being welcomed in a right regal fashion. 


38. The same paper draws the attention of the new Chief Commissioner 
. 1 to the following grievances of the Sylhet 
people. peopie: 


(1) The two Legislative enactments, viz., Act I of 1886 relating to the 
Land-Revenue and the Local Rates Regulation press very hard 
upon the people. The first has dealt a deathblow to the perma- 
nent settlement, and the second is a harassing enactment. 

(2) By its separation from Bengal, Sylhet has lost a valuable right, 

5 ome. the right of electing a member for the Bengal Legislative 
uncil, 

(3) In Bengal, Sylbet was a poor district, In Assam it is a rich district. 
As a poor district it received great attention in ane and was 

exempted from the provisions of the sunset law. But in Assam 

it is neglected and the sunset law has been enforced there. 


Mr. Cotton welcomed to Sylhet. 
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4) The system of trial by jury is in force in many parts of Assam, but 

(4) * Sylhet, achouch it is aa advanced district. eS 

(5) Able men are not recruited for the Provincial Service, The Extra 
Assistant Commissioners are not noted for their legal acumen. 
They are, nevertheless, entrusted with the trial of Civil cases, 

which require legal experience of no mean order. 

(6) The Assam .police is notorious for its corruption and incapacity 
It seldom succeeds in detecting offenders in murder cases. 

(7) Sylhet suffers from acute water scarcity most part of the year. 
The Municipality is not expected to bear the cost of erecting 

,. . water-works, without the help of the Provincial Government. 
(8) There is very little facility of communication in Sylhet. The 
rivers are silting up. Trade will seriously suffer if Sylhet is not 
connected with a railway line. 

(9) In Sylhet, Judges and Subordinate Judges of the lowest grade 

| are generally appointed. This is a crying grievance. : 

(10) The Sylhet people are not well represented in the Assam public 
service. 

(11) Female education in Assam is not receiving the encouragement 
it should at the hands of the Government. 

(12) Military officers are often appointed to try cases in Assam, This 
is a great disadvantage to the cause of justice. Speaking of these 
men, the retired Sessions Judge of Sylhet once observed that 
serious injustice resulted from their want of legal experience, 
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